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SLPS Announcement

“State of the District” town hall meeting set for October 16 
St. Louis Public School District stakeholders are invited to a “State of the District” Town Hall Meeting on Saturday, October 16, 2010 at Vashon High School. The meeting will begin with a continental breakfast at 9AM, followed by the Town Hall Meeting at 10AM. Vashon High School is located at 3035 Cass Avenue.
The “State of the District” Town Hall Meeting will include updates on the District's progress towards regaining accreditation, information about the District's academic achievements, the District's plans and initiatives for the 2010/2011 school year, and a report on future facility improvements to be funded by the recently passed $155 Million Bond Issue Proposition S. 

In addition to the presentations and reports, community members will have an opportunity to engage with members of the Town Hall panel via a question and answer session regarding topics discussed during the event. 

Participants at the meeting include Special Administrative Board members, Superintendent Dr. Kelvin Adams, AFT St. Louis Local 420, Cooperating School District Executive Director John Urkevich and a representative from the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

In an effort to prepare adequate space for the event, the District is requesting attendees to RSVP in advance via email at rsvp@slps.org or by calling (314) 331-6044. However, RSVPs are not required and all stakeholders are invited to attend.
SLPS in the News

St. Louis Public Schools to hold Town Hall meeting Oct. 16th - St ...
Appointed city school board gets vote of confidence
Panel suggests St. Louis schools stick with appointed board for now 
2 area school districts boost standing with state
KTRS- Where Saint Louis Comes To Talk - Commission wants St. Louis ...
Argument Over Who Should Run City Schools Re-Ignited | Hot1041STL ...
Candidates for elected city school board want full power back
EDUCATION DIGEST
Harrison Center Provides Opportunities to Change Lives in North St ...
The Face of St. Louis - St. Louis Business Journal
St. Louis Beacon - Candidates for elected city school board want ...
Local high school students place in top five in national computer competition 

SLPS principal receives Tyrone Thompson award
Roosevelt High School students taken anti-pregnancy pledge
St. Louis Public Schools to remain in control of board pending re-accreditation
SLPS News

· A Day Made Better- 2010
· Global Gateway Presentation - 2010
· Kennard NEHS
· Shaw Read-a-thon 2010
· Stix- Author Mem Fox
· Vote for Sumner- Pepsi Refresh
· District AP Scholars
· SLPS Receives $4.3 Million to Improve 11 Schools
· Fitness Clown Visits Meramec
· Isaac Bruce at Cote Brilliante
· Vote for Beaumont
· RAMS Dedication at Monroe
· Gateway IT Opens Credit Union
· Atogwe Football Challenge
· Dewey Garden Dedication
SLPS is Now on FACEBOOK!

SLPS has joined the largest social-networking site! Please visit www.facebook.com and become a friend today!

Vote to Help Carnahan Win $20,000!

Please vote to help Carnahan School of the Future win $20,000 in the America's School Spirit Challenge online, sponsored by Care2.com and GreatSchools.org. 

To vote, please click on the following link: http://www.care2.com/schoolcontest/2903/340/?refer=23922.05.1285631901.785396
Urban Debate League Kicks-Off Policy Debate Season

 On Friday, October 8, at 2:30 PM, more than 60 students from ten St. Louis Public High Schools kicked-off the policy debate season at Central Visual and Performing Arts High School. 

 Policy debate is a form of researched-based speech competition in which teams of two will advocate for and/or against a resolution that typically calls for policy change by the United States Federal Government.  This year’s debate topic is “Resolved: That The United States Federal Government should substantially decrease its military and/or police presence in one or more of the following countries: Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Turkey, Japan, South Korea.”

Supporting debate programs in St. Louis Public Schools is the St. Louis Urban Debate League. For the past three years, the St. Louis Urban Debate League has worked to recruit and train teachers to coach after school debate squads as well as providing materials and workshops for students to learn about the annual high school policy debate topic and administering a series of intra-District debate tournaments where students from all ten League-member schools compete in head-to-head debates on the annual topic.  

8th Grade Students Enjoy Successful Construction Career Day 

Recently, SLPS 8th graders from Bunche IS Middle, Compton Drew ILC, L’Ouverture Middle, Yeatman-Liddell Middle Schools, Busch AAA Middle, Langston Middle, Big Picture @ Northwest, Stevens Middle and Alternative Education South @ Stevens, Fanning Middle, Gateway Middle, and Long Middle and Lyon @ Blow School had an opportunity to investigate careers in construction at the Construction Career Day held on the north campus of Washington University.   There were display booths featuring the skilled trades, such as painting, brick laying and carpentry, as well as featuring the large equipment used in construction.  Students had an opportunity to meet professionals in the construction trades, management and design areas, plus learn about trade and technical programs and schools that offer post secondary education degrees and certifications.

Students were also given a scavenger hunt to complete as they traveled through the career displays.  They looked for information about training necessary for construction careers, salaries, job duties and responsibilities and types of career areas in demand in the St. Louis region.  
This event was sponsored by PRIDE of St. Louis, St. Louis Council of Construction Consumers, MODOT, ACCESS Center, Federal Highway Department, and the Associated General Contractors (AGC).  For more information, call the Career and Technical Education Division Program Managers, Cathy Gutjahr at 345-5715 or Shonda Gray at 345-5716.

Beaumont ROTC Students Kick-Off Festivities in the Annual Gateway Classic Parade
SLPS would like to recognize the students in Beaumont’s ROTC program, lead by Sgt. Major Wright, for their participation in the annual Gateway Classic Parade.  Not only did they participate, they were the first group in the parade and held the honor of leading the procession through downtown St. Louis. 
Stix Staff Walks for Autism
Tonya English, Kimberly Curran, Shonta Brown, Cynthia Burroughs, Kimberly Little-Campbell, Kay Weber, Shona Lamond, Mallorie Patton, Erika Johnson, Linda Haynes-Smith, and Candice Lindsey, staff members from Stix Early Childhood Center, recently competed in the annual Walk Now for Autism Speaks event in Forest Park.  The money raised will help fund global biomedical research into the causes, prevention, treatments, and cure for autism; to raising public awareness about autism and its effects on individuals, families, and society; and to bringing hope to all who deal with the hardships of this disorder.
Déja Patrick Selected for 2010 Youth Leadership Summit
GEAR UP-St. Louis student, Déja Patrick from Carnahan HS, was among the 32 students and 4 alumni chosen as 2010 Youth Leadership Summit (YLS) scholars for the NCCEP Conference, held July 17-21 in Washington, DC.

Selected from over 350 nominations submitted by 29 GEAR UP projects in 25 US states and territories,

Déja Patrick was chosen on the basis of her academic achievement, leadership experience, essays and letters of recommendation.

Central VPA Students “Get A Life” 

On May 26th, 149 GEAR UP St. Louis students at Central Visual & Performing Arts High School (CVPA) had a chance to “Get-A-Life.” GEAR UP School Liaison Norma Burnett organized the activity so the “Class of 2011” students could envision their futures both with and without a college degree. CVPA Principal Amy Phillips, Senior teachers, GEAR UP-St. Louis staff members and volunteers were on hand to assist with the activity, which was held in the high school gymnasium.

At the beginning of the event, students received a “life card,” assigning a family size and occupation, as well as a monthly income typical of a high school graduate. As they visited each table to purchase food, housing, furniture, healthcare, transportation, etc., for their families, students watched their meager incomes dwindle with each purchase. Often, they could not even afford to buy the “bare necessities.” They quickly realized they could not afford “life” without a college degree.

Fortunately, students were able to choose a new “Get-A-Life” card, with an income typical of that earned by a college graduate. Revisiting each table, they were able to see how much easier life could be for them with a college degree. Asked what they had learned, students responded: “How to manage my money.” “It's not easy in the real world.” “If you don't go to college, life is going to be harder.”
Lesson Learned!
A CENTRAL VPA SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT to: 

· CHELCEY BISHOP & KENNETH RANDLE for being two of the five winners in the high school category for the 1st Annual Safety Art & Essay Contest for St. Louis Public Schools!
· All the Central students who participated in the Young Entrepreneurship Day:
    *   1st Place-OTIS WILLIAMS for Body Arts Kickboxing Gym
    *   1st Place CAMRON ROSS, JOSEPH STINEBAKER & TERRAN WATKINS for MonStar Media
    *   2nd Place DIAMOND HOUSE & AMANDA LATHROP for InkCo Education Games
    *   Top 10 Finalist-DAIJA BUCHANAN & CYNTHIA WEST for Cupful of Sugar Bakery
    *   CVPA's own Vanna White-MERILYN GIBSON
· MR. DRISKELL for getting his first DonorsChoose.org project fully funded in just a little over a month!
· MRS. JEAN KUCZKA, September teacher of the month!

· MARVIN O'NEAL student of the month!
· MS. CUNNINGHAM for participating in the Chicago Marathon 
18 Sumner Students Accepted to Bennett College

The school year has just begun, but students at Sumner High School are already planning for their future. Please congratulate the following 18 students accepted to Bennett College

1. Amber Avery

2. Mariah Brown

3. Brittany Evans

4. Diamond Ford

5. Kayla Foston

6. Christy Harper

7. Anjail Jones

8. Shantel Lewis

9. Telicia McGee

10. Raven McNeil

11. Nayirah Mull

12. Jetoria Norise

13. Tashona Sanders

14. Diamelle Sadberry

15. Donella Shelton

16. Tenika Stewart

17. Myeisha Williams

18. Erionna Willis

Beaumont Student Returns from Scholarship Trip to the Grand Canyon with the St. Louis Science Center 

Jeffrey Wilson, senior, and Ms. RoseMarie Goble, science teacher, from Beaumont High School returned from a learning expedition to the Grand Canyon. The St. Louis Science Center coordinated the trip and Jeffrey Wilson earned scholarships to pay for the experience which included studying the geology and land forms in the Grand Canyon. In addition, the group took a helicopter to the bottom of the canyon, where they rafted, camped out under the stars, learned about sustainable camping, and went on mini-hikes to see a waterfall, anasazi Indian cliff paintings, and a sulfur spring. 

Jeffrey Wilson brought back rocks, sand, and a Colorado River water sample to do water quality tests and compare with the Mississippi River, Missouri River, and the Meramec River for his science fair project this year. He is also assisting Ms. Goble with creating activities to share with other science teachers regarding their experiences in the canyon! 

Vashon High School Venturing Crew 2023 participates in the Boy Scouts of America 'Fall Fun Rally 2010'

 Vashon High School (VHS), Venturing Crew 2023, Boy Scouts of America (BSA), participated in the 'National Venturing Fall Fun Rally 2010' at Beaumont Camp (BSA), St Louis MO on September 24, 25 & 26, 2010.   A total of 1,350 Venturers  from all over the United States including Venturers from several foreign countries attended the event.  Vashon High School was represented by Venturers:   Delnita Lowe, Markia Carmel, Michael Roach, Sarah Walker, James Holmes and Monique Harris.  Additional Venturers attending were Linda Chatman and VHS Venturing Crew 2023, President, Whitfield Montgomery.   Major Charles M. Floyd (ret), Vashon JROTC Senior Army Instructor, who serves as the Vashon Venturing Crew 2023 Advisor also attended.   During the 'Fun Fall Rally 2010', Vashon High School crew members participated in a number of exciting activities including volleyball tournaments, rock climbing, hiking, shooting sports and other activities, while camping out over the weekend. 
The Venturing program, which is part of the Boys Scouts of America, includes both boys and girls at least 14 years of age who have completed the 8th grade.  Venturers can continue to participate in the program until the age of 20. Vashon High School Crew 2023 was the only Venturing Crew representing the St. Louis Public Schools (SLPS) to participate in the 'Fall Fun Rally 2010.’
Through the continuing efforts of the Vashon High School Community Education Center, the sponsor of Crew 2023, Ms. Theresa Rogers and Vashon's Principal Derrick Mitchell, the program continues to expand and provide opportunities for Vashon students to participate in worthwhile extended learning activities outside the classroom. 
76 Role Models Turn Out for Donuts for Dads at Ames VPA

On October 5, 2010, in conjunction with FACE Day, Ames VPA hosted Donuts for Dads to encourage men to become more active in their children’s education.  The turnout was fantastic! 76 male role models (dads, uncles, grandfathers and other key figures in their life) attended to learn how to become involved in FACE (Fathers as Advocates for their Children’s Education). The men were so interested in what they where hearing that the meeting did not end until well after 11:00am.  Special thanks to Ms. Warice Blackmon-Davis of FACE and Mr. Chester Deanes of the Fathers’ Support Center for talking about the program.  

Family Literacy Night at Oak Hill: It’s A “Pajama Party”

On Thursday, September 23, 2010, Oak Hill hosted its Family Literacy Night.  The theme of this event was a “Pajama Party.” This event was to encourage families to relax and read. Family Literacy Night was well-attended with over 80 parents and almost 160 children. Invited guests included Beth Leatherman of St. Louis Public Library and Suzanne McSwain of Girl Scouts. Storyteller, Sylvia Bailey-Small, was the featured guest. 

The Parent/Community Involvement Committee is charged with drawing attention to the need for parents to be more involved in their children's education, providing parents with strategies to engage their children in learning, and promoting literacy. During the “Pajama Party”, families made books, listened to stories, had the opportunity to sign up for library cards, and purchased books as part of the Fall Scholastic Book Fair. 

 The Parent/Community Involvement Committee wishes to thank all the families that participated as well as our guests and volunteers. 

SLPS Counselor, Ms. Annette Entenman, Receives the 2010 Athena Award! 

St. Louis Hellenic Spirit Foundation has joined forces with University of Missouri-St. Louis to award Ms. Annette V. Entenman with the 2010 Athena Award for her role in securing scholarships for area high school students to attend university. Ms. Entenman, in addition to her duties as counselor, is chairman of the Scholarship Committee, is a member of the faculty committee for the National Honor Society; serves as school liaison for college and university representatives and college fairs; and is in charge of ACT/SAT test information and registration at Soldan. Please congratulate Ms. Entenman for her prestigious honor.  

Kara Dalton Named Gateway Pet Guardian Volunteer of the Month
Congratulations go to Mrs. Kara Dalton, the pre-veterinarian teacher at Gateway Institute of Technology High School, for being recognized by the Gateway Pet Guardian organization for her devotion to solving the homeless dog population in East St. Louis through education/outreach and spay/neuter programs.
 

Special Thanks

Cole and Dunbar Receive School Donations

· Cole eMINTS Academy would like to thank Stu Mandell and the Gas House Car Wash for the $2,000.00 donation. 
· Dunbar Elementary would like to thank Markus Burns of Future Perfect Kids and  Stu Mandell of the Gas House Car Wash for the $1,275.04 donation. 
Upcoming Events

Central VPA Hosts First Performing Arts Night of the Year
Wednesday, October 13 will mark Central VPA’s first Performing Arts Night of the Year. The evening will run from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. It will highlight short takes from Central’s upcoming stage production of the WIZ (scheduled for November 17-19) as well as the work of many of Central’s performing artists on campus. Included in the evening will be a brief PTO portion to introduce school staff and parent leaders.
Dairy Fully Fueled Tour to Visit Dewey International Studies

Date: October 15th
Location: Dewey International Studies, 6746 Clayton Ave. 

Gateway Tech to Host St. Louis Regional Fall Robotics Training Camp

Saturday, October 16th, from 8 am to noon, Gateway Institute of Technology High School, 5100 McRee, will again host the St. Louis Regional Fall Robotics Training Camp.  All seminars are free and offer students, mentors, and coaches top-notch training on the various disciplines necessary for a successful team.  On average, 120 to 150 participants come from three or more states and 20 or more teams to participate in the Training Camp. 

Presenters include:

· Abe Adewale for Team Awards, ABNA Engineering (a finalist in arch grounds redesign) and St. Louis FIRST Regional awards judge. 

· Tim Emerson for Team Member Certification Program, Maryville Technology and Team 1098 mentor. 

· Sean O’Grady for Pneumatics, FESTO engineer, trainer, and regional FIRST technical advisor. 

· Donnie Peacock for LabVIEW beginner programming, National Instruments engineer and regional sales representative. 

· David Gitz for LabVIEW advanced programming, Scott AFB engineering contractor and Team 1208 mentor 

· Richard Burkhart for Everything about FRC Robotics but . . ., White-Rogers (Emerson) engineer and St. Louis Regional lead inspector 

· Eric Curry for Everything about FRC Robotics but . . ., Team 1209 coach and AP Physics teacher 

· Ralph Lambert for Everything about FRC Robotics but . . . Team 1094 coach and Boeing engineer 

· Lou Pape and Team 1288 members for Website Design from Boeing and St. Charles, Missouri 

· Team 3330 members for Rookie Perspective from St. Charles, Missouri. 

· Charlie Blair and Frank Dressel for Everything about FRC Robotics but . . . Team 931 coaches and Gateway Tech instructors.

For more information please contact Frank Dressel, Frank.Dressel@slps.org
2010 ST. LOUIS NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR 
Location: Saint Louis University, Simon Recreation Center, 3639 Laclede Avenue
Fair Hours: Sunday, October 17, 2010, from 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
For more information please call 314/977-3419 or 314/977-3419  

Parent Assembly to Host School Board Candidate Forum

Date: October 20, 2010

Time:  6:00pm

Location: Metro A&C High School, 4015 McPherson

“A Night of a Thousand Stars”

Clyde C. Miller Career Academy proudly presents "A Night of a Thousand Stars" featuring classic music from the past to the present. We will perform music by the Temptations, Beyonce, the Wiz, Michael Jackson and many more. Tickets are only $4.  The fundraiser for the music department will take place on Thursday, October 28th at 6:30 p.m. The address is 1000 North Grand. See you there!!!! 

Opportunities/Resources for SLPS Students and Staff

JA Finance Park & Personal Finance Classes:  As part of the personal finance curriculum in the high schools, teachers and students have been using Junior Achievement’s JA Finance Park curriculum materials.  Included in the curriculum is a trip to the JA facility in Chesterfield to put the classroom lessons into practice.  Upon receiving a fictional life situation, students experience what it takes to make spending and saving decisions on things such as housing, transportation, groceries, entertainment, and saving.  Junior Achievement and teachers are always looking for volunteers, either parents or the business community, to share their own experiences with students on the visit day.  For more information see our website at http://www.jamvi.org/content/ja-finance-park or contact Gary Kryvko, JA Finance Park Manager (gkryvko@jastl.org).  Junior Achievement’s mission is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy.  
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